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The political Opposition in its entirety appears to have decided this — that each party would 

rather contest and lose to a smaller local adversary than challenge the one bigger, common and more 

ominous adversary. And win (or lose) the forthcoming Assembly elections, and more importantly, the 

crucial general election of 2024 together. The writing has been on the wall ever since 2019, reaffirming 

the urgency of the good old saying, “united we stand/win, divided we fall”. 

 

Some stirrings 

Only one leader with credible bona fides — the inimitable fighter and West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee — appears to have recognised this and is striving to forge a united front to 

challenge the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Indeed, she had sounded out the Opposition on this even 

before 2019, but it was ignored then as it is being ignored now. Nationalist Congress Party leader Sharad 

Pawar, the veteran, is also one leader sensitive to the nuances of the present scenario and did take 

some initial steps towards forging a common front to take on the strong adversary. It ended with an 

online conversation, with a prepared sermon by Indian National Congress chief Sonia Gandhi on how 

India must be saved. Period. The writing on the wall remains unread. Meanwhile, every party is busy 

finalising its list of candidates for the forthcoming Assembly elections and issuing statements to the 

press asserting its own invincibility in the forthcoming battle. The year 2024 is still too far on the horizon 

to exercise one’s mind. Never mind the link between the two. 

  

A contrast lies in strategy 

It is hard for an outsider to ignore the distinct modes of election management, one that the BJP 

has introduced especially over the past decade and that of the other established parties. The BJP 

prepares for an election at the ground level at least two years ahead by activating its cadres, especially 

cadres from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, in establishing personal contacts with potential voters, 

collecting information about the local issues that might motivate voters to its side, the 

caste/subcaste/community profile of each constituency to cohere with grandiose calls for Vikas, and 

Hindu Rashtra from the top-level leadership, not to forget the ever active BJP IT cell forging and 

spreading questionable material every day on social media. 

In other words, the BJP is forever preparing for an election. This is in contrast to the Opposition 

parties which get into action a month or two before election dates are announced, their chief concern 

being to usually nominate candidates with their own resources for winning. The leaders contribute their 

mite to the process by making speeches at election meetings. The BJP also learns quickly from its 

defeats and victories and does take immediate remedial action. The recent quick change of 

governments in several BJP- ruled States is a good example. The party also changes its tactics keeping in 

mind the lessons learnt. The contrast, of the energy of the BJP and the lethargy on the other side, is 

striking. 

The BJP and the Opposition rely largely on attacking each other. This suits the BJP more because 

the Opposition earns credibility only if it posits an alternative economic, political and social programme 

to the electorate that carries conviction, for which it has to be formulated long before the elections are 

seen on the horizon. Before 2019, the Congress did posit an attractive economic alternative by 

promising ₹6,000 per month to poor farmers, but it was formulated a few weeks before the elections, 

announced from electoral daises by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with no groundwork to prepare the 

audiences for it, and thus, carried no conviction. Since then, no Opposition party has challenged the 

Government by positing an attractive alternative slogan.  
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As of now, the reluctance of the Opposition parties to come together for the decisive fights 

ahead, and the absence of any evidence of serious preparations, do seem to indicate a willing walkover 

to the ruling party. 

 

The Congress’s problem 

It is easy to pin the responsibility for this denouement on the Indian National Congress. As the 

country’s second largest party in the Seventeenth Lok Sabha, with footprints around the country 

(besides being the oldest and the most experienced political party), the responsibility devolves upon it 

squarely to forge a vision and a programme which would accommodate most if not all the others into a 

single conglomerate (though preferably not a single unit), for the battles ahead. 

But it is this status it has that fills it with an arrogance to claim the unshared leadership of any 

possible combination of parties, expressed in the following formula: come and support us and we shall 

fight together. There is no need for discussion, for discussion involves sharing. Just listen to either Ms. 

Sonia Gandhi or second best, Rahul Gandhi, and do as they say and demand. This is contrary to what its 

high status should imply: openness, liberalism, generosity and a vision for India beyond a vision for the 

present party leadership. 

Its exclusive concern looks like retaining the three Gandhis (Ms. Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and 

Priyanka Vadra) at the top even if the bottom keeps floundering and withering away. It is not only the 

pleas from leaders of a much higher stature such as Mr. Sharad Pawar but also pleas for the 

reinvigoration of the party from its own seniormost and most committed leaders (the G23, or 23 of 

them) that are perceived as a threat to Gandhis and thus sidelined. 

There has been nil “introspection” within the party after each stunning political defeat. There is 

no sign of the party being a living organism capable, or at least willing, to rectify its errors and move on. 

This is in contrast to its chief rival. The grimness of the situation is highlighted by the sterling fact that 

the Opposition cannot go forward without the Congress either. What more could make the BJP happier? 

  

A new brigade 

Paradoxically, the only avenue of political change through the elections that lies open, if at all, is 

in the non-political movements of resistance such as the farmers’ agitation. The farmers, who have 

withstood the indifference and the assaults of the Government show no sign of backing off. They have 

kept almost all political parties away while also shouting from the rooftops that their mission is to defeat 

the BJP in the elections by mobilising farmers around the country. That they do have the capacity to 

mobilise themselves has been demonstrated repeatedly, most recently in Muzaffarnagar (Uttar Pradesh) 

and Karnal (Haryana). The mahapanchayat at Muzaffarnagar has also cautioned farmers against the 

BJP’s use of the so-far successful strategy of divide and rule along communal lines, and the Uttar 

Pradesh Chief Minister has already announced his intention to go the whole hog along this path. A major 

communal conflagration may also be in the offing. The results of these elections will decide the future of 

India to a large extent. 

 

 

 juggernaut (noun) – powerful/overwhelming 

force. 

 feeble (adjective) – weak, powerless, helpless; 

insubstantial, unsuccessful, ineffective. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiance, 

confrontation. 

 in its fullest/entirety (phrase) – totally, fully, 

completely, entirely. 

 adversary (noun) – rival, enemy, nemesis, 

opponent. 

 ominous (adjective) – threatening, menacing, 

inauspicious, unpromising, unfavourable. 
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 the writing is on the wall (phrase) – sign, 

signal, indication, warning, presage, portent, 

omen, augury, harbinger (that some 

catastrophe/disaster is going to happen). 

 reaffirm (verb) – assert, state, say again 

strongly. 

 saying (noun) – proverb, maxim, axiom, adage. 

 urgency (noun) – importance, top priority, 

gravity, necessity, exigency, seriousness. 

 stirring (noun) – the starting of a motion, 

activity, feeling, emotion, idea, etc. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 

reasonable. 

 bona fides (noun) – reasonableness, 

rationality, credibility, strength, authority, 

reliability. 

 inimitable (adjective) – unique, individual, 

distinctive, special. 

 strive (verb) – try, attempt, aspire, make every 

effort. 

 forge (verb) – form, create, establish, set up. 

 front (noun) – (political) group. 

 sound (out) (phrasal verb) – canvass, survey, 

test the opinions of; explore, look into.  

 veteran (noun as modifier ) – (long-serving) 

expert, seasoned, mature, 

established/experienced (person in an area of 

activity). 

 sensitive (adjective) – tactful, careful, 

thoughtful, diplomatic, delicate, subtle. 

 nuance (noun) – fine distinction, subtle 

difference/subtlety/nicety, subtle variation. 

 scenario (noun) – course of events; situation, 

context. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, 

oppose, challenge, confront, face. 

 sermon (noun) – lecture, tirade, 

speech/discourse (as/of a firm warning). 

 period (noun) – and that’s that, and that is the 

end of the matter. 

 invincibility (noun) – unconquerability; 

unbeatable & powerful quality. 

 on the horizon (phrase) – imminent, 

impending, approaching, near/close, just 

around the corner. 

 to exercise one’s mind (phrase) – to worry 

you. 

 lie in (phrasal verb) – be present, exist. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action. 

 outsider (noun) – a competitor considered to 

have less chance of success. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 cadre (noun) – members of a (political) group. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, likely, 

prospective, probable. 

 profile (noun) – account, portrayal, depiction, 

outline/form. 

 cohere (verb) – be consistent. 

 grandiose (adjective) – magnificent, 

impressive, awe-inspiring, splendid, ambitious, 

epic. 

 call (noun) – demand, need, request; 

requirement, necessity. 

 in contrast to (phrase) – in opposition to. 

 resource (noun) – (personal) attributes and 

capabilities. 

 mite (adverb) – a very small amount. 

 remedial (adjective) – corrective, restorative, 

reparative. 

 bear/keep in mind (phrase) – take into 

account, consider, heed. 

 lethargy (noun) – sluggishness, inertia, 

inactivity. 

 striking (adjective)  – noticeable, obvious, 

conspicuous, evident. 

 credibility (noun) – trustworthiness, reliability, 

dependability. 

 posit (verb) – put forward, set forth, present, 

propose. 

 electorate (noun) – all the people who entitled 

to vote in an election. 

 carry conviction (phrase) – be convincing. 

 reluctance (noun) – unwillingness, 

disinclination, hesitation. 

 decisive (adjective) – resolute, firm, 

determined. 

 willing (adjective) – readily given. 

 walkover (noun) – easy victory, landslide, 

triumph. 

 pin on (phrasal verb) – blame someone for 

something, hold someone responsible for 

something. 
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 denouement (noun) – the end result of a 

situation; the very end of a story; outcome, 

consequence, end result, ending, climax. 

 footprint (noun) – impression, mark, trace, 

impact. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in 

addition to, as well, apart from. 

 devolve upon (phrasal verb) – pass (a 

responsibility) to person/organization. 

 squarely (adverb) – precisely, exactly, just, 

directly. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, 

get accustomed, come to terms with, come to 

accept. 

 most if not all (phrase) – almost all, maybe all, 

a large majority of. 

 conglomerate (noun) – corporation, group, 

consortium/merged companies. 

 arrogance (noun) – hubris, egotism, self-

importance, sense of superiority. 

 second best (adjective) – next to the best; 

unimportant. 

 imply (verb) – suggest, hint, say indirectly, 

indicate. 

 openness (noun) – lack of restriction; 

accessibility. 

 liberalism (noun) – a political philosophy 

founded on ideas of liberty and equality. 

 generosity (noun) – magnanimity, big-

heartedness, kindness, open-handedness, 

unselfishness. 

 exclusive (adjective) – sole, unique, only, 

single, especial. 

 flounder (verb) – struggle, stagger, stumble, 

falter. 

 wither away (phrasal verb) – diminish, 

dwindle, lessen, weaken. 

 plea (noun) – appeal, request, call. 

 stature (noun) – reputation, standing, status, 

position, distinction. 

 reinvigoration (noun) – strengthening, 

rejuvenation, renewal/revival. 

 perceive (verb) – view, regard, consider. 

 sideline (verb) – remove (from the centre of 

attention). 

 introspection (noun) – self-observation, self-

analysis; contemplation. 

 organism (noun) – structure, system, 

organization, entity. 

 move on (phrasal verb) – leave & start doing 

something new; take steps forward, make 

strides, come along. 

 grimness (noun) – severity, seriousness, 

strictness, aloofness. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 sterling (adjective) – excellent, outstanding, 

splendid. 

 go forward (phrasal verb) – make progress, 

continue, proceed. 

 brigade (noun) – group, section, outfit. 

 paradoxically (adverb) – contradictorily, 

inconsistently, incongruously. 

 avenue (noun) – direction, route, path (to 

make progress toward something). 

 if at all (phrase) – perhaps, probably, likely, 

maybe, conceivably. 

 withstand (verb) – resist, hold out against, 

stand firm against, stand up to, fight, grapple 

with, oppose, confront. 

 indifference (noun) – unconcern about, apathy 

about, lack of interest in, disregard for. 

 assault (noun) – attack, offensive,  act of 

aggression. 

 back off (phrasal verb) – retreat/withdraw, 

step back, move away (from an action). 

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring together 

for a specific cause. 

 line (noun) – way, method, tactic, manner. 

 go the whole hog (phrase) – to do something 

completely; to do something in a very 

thorough way possible. 

 conflagration (noun) – flames, blaze, fire, 

firestorm, inferno. 

 in the offing (phrase) – coming soon, likely to 

happen, on the way, forthcoming. 

 to a great extent (phrase) – largely, greatly, 

substantially, considerably. 
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